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AMER Archbiſhops;' Biſhops and | 
T7532 other Under-fubſcribers for 
/@ -our-lelves and- in-name 2nd 
68 | behalfe: of 2the Chuteh"* 
RY *&' Scbtland (wt RY '* Hat 
#0, = mrs avis 
am iadiet & General upon 
i 5 24.24 0: af the Church : ToBeky 
Gl: CW Noven: 21.: 1638, fot comp 'S 
- and cling of the diſtraQions ofthe faine.) Fir 
doe acknowledge and profile, thata Generall 
Aſcmbly hwfully called and orderly conyce- 
ned-i3 a moſt |neceſfary- atid/ effeRual} meanc for 
removing' thoſe 2evills wherewith-rhe-- ſaid 
Church's infeſted ; ahd for ſetling that order 
which becometh the houſe of God : and thatwe 


wiſh nothing mote thews woetingof 2 xpcacegble* "3 


and:order! 
we acknowledge atid profeſſe a&becometh, 
Chriſtians and faichfull fiibjeGs;that his 
harhauthoriry by his prerogative Royane Io 
call Aſſemblies; is«cknowledgetby the A: 
ſembly atGlaſgow 161864 and Parliametit _ 24 
and that it js not Jawfwll to conveene without 
his Royall co nſcfit,and approbation, except we 
will put-ourſclves in danger to be called in que- 
ſtion for ſedition. * 


Yetacvertheleſſe in fimdry reſpets, we can- 


nor 


y Aſſenibly'to tht effec” ' Secondly _ 
ood 
= 


ay 
not but cſteeme this meeting at Glaſgow moſt 
enlewfitl:ind diforderly; add theirproceedin 


voyd andmull in law, for the cauſes and'reaſons 


following. | 
- . Firſt, before hisiMajcfties: Royall ar 
my Lord Comiſſioner his Gzaee p6t ary 
full fice Genezall Afſembly;the\ſatped/a 
FygtshoTahlc (as-they-ealliy\þyyhey 
| es ang anitruions, didg *OIfFrAnd Air 
&on forall Presbyreries tg eleftand chaſe 
Capes Ira the Aſſembly, a _ 
gt. Gods blefinp to it, to keepe a lolemne 
| 7 EA ge Bk Majeſtieswarragtfor 
indiding of that Aſſembly: was -not-publiſhed 
till che 22. of that moneth::.ſo-thatthey;provens 
$1pg 80d not- proceeding by: warrant of Royall 
| authority. ;: the. pretended: Comiſſioners _ 
choſen befp re the Presbytexics were authorize 
romakeeclecion, cannot. be reputed. members 
of a lawfull Aſſembly. Sth $2 
x1 Alawfull Aſembly muſt not oaly beindifted 
* by lawtkll authority (as weiacknowledgethis to 
' be) butalſo conſtituted of ſuch members/as arc 
requifite to make-up ſuch abedy. For if aecor- 
ding to the indiftion-gone at all doe conveene; 
or, where. the Clergie.is called, there meetinbne 
but Laicks, or moe .Laicks then of the Clergie, 
with equal power £0 j and determine; or 
Juch of the Laicks.and. Clergie as arc 'not laws 


fully.authorized,.oraremot. capable of that cm- 
ployment by their places ; or ſuch as .are legally 


abled to-fit and decide jnan. Aſſembly of the 
| g, Church: 


* 


4 
- - 
— -  ———,, —_— is 


- 


G) 

Chutch; a mecting confiſting of: fuch members 
cannot'be thought a fi awfull Aſſembly : 
by that A& of Parl. 74. 6.par.3. cap.46. 1572. 
Every Miniſter who ſhall prebend to be a Miniſter of - 
Gods Word and Sacraments is bound:to give his aſſent 
and ſubſcription to the Articles.of Religion contained 
in the As of our Soversigs Lords. Parliament,and in 


_ Freſenceaf che Arch-biſbop, Supezintendent or Cons- 


v1 finer of the Province , give hicoath, for acknow- 
ledging and recogneſcing of our Soveraigne Lord and 
bis authority, and bring areftimoniallin writing ther- 
npox, and opeyly upon ſome Sunday, in time of Sermm 
or publickprayers, inthe Kirk where he ourhe to at- 
tend,-reade both the teftimoniall and Confeſſion , and 
of new make the ſaid oath, within a moneth after his 
admiſſion : under the paine that every perſon, that 
ſhallnet dv as it above-appointed, ſball ipſo fatto be 
deprived, and eB bisEccleſpaſticall promotions and li- 
wing ſhall be them vacaut as if he were then naturally * 
dead, and that all inferiour perſons under Prelates be 
called before the Archbiſhops, Biſhops,Superimtendents 
and Commiſſioners of the dioceſes or province within 
which they dwel,as the Aft beares.. 

. All of the Can conveened to this Afſem- II 
bly pretend themſelves to be Miniſters of Gods - 
word and Sacraments, and have benefices-or 0- 


_ther Ecclefiaſticall livings:yet ueveytheleſſe the 


moſt part of them, have never in prefence of the 
Archbiſhop, Biſhop, Superintendent or C6miſ- 
fioner of. the Dioceſe or Province-ſubſcribed: 
the Articles of Religion contained in the As 
of Parliament;and given their oath for acknow- 
; A. 3: lkedging: 


@ 

ledging and recognoſ cing our Soveraigne Lord 
and his aithority., and brought a teſtimonial 
thereof : and therefore they. arc ipſo faFo depri- 
ved, and theit places voyd ,| asif they were'na+ 
turally dead, and conſequemtly liaving-no:place 
nor function in the Church, cannot be Comiſh» 
oners to-this Aſſembly :- hes maxim? atteuro, that 
the ſaid perſons nat on}y havenevergiventheir 
oath for acknowledging his:Majdſties authority; 
' norcan ſhow. no teſtzmoniall thereupon, :as they 
are bound by the ſaid At: but alſo having as 
ſybje&s comprehended in . the: repreſentarive 
body .of this  Kingdome,, Promiſed to dcknone 
ledge, obey, maintaine,defend, and advance: the life, 
honour, ſafety, dignity, ſoveraigne autherity,and pre+ 
rogative Roall of his-ſoveraigne Majeſty his heires 
and Succeſſprs and privitedges of his Highneſſe Grown, 
with their lives, lands, and goods,to the nttermoſt of 
their power conflantly and faithfully, te withſland all 
and whatſoever perſons , powers and eftates,, who ſhall 
preſume, preaſe or intend, anywifſe' 18 impugne,, prev 
j»dge, hart or impaire the ſame ;, and.mtvir ua comein 
the contrary thererf direfly or indirealy in anytime 
coming, Ar the As of Parliament Jac. 6. Patl.1s, 

Cap. r. Car. Parl. Cap. 1. dothproport.. ++ © 
And moreover, being obliged at their admiſ- 
ſion togive their oath for performante ofthis 
duty of their alledgeance. And to reftify and de- 
clare on their conſcience, that the King is the Lawfull 
Supreame Governor, as well in matters fpirituall and 
Ecclefiaſticall as temporall, and'zo afsifi and defond 
4/1 Juriſaifion and authority, belenging to his Wayef?) 
— J 


j 


/ 


| (53) 
be a8. of: 2 arl, 1612. yetinotwithſtending of 
ſaid bands, ads and promiſes, whereby the 
ſaid? perſons are fo ſtriftly bound to the perfor- 
mance of the premiſles, his Majeſty having or- 
dained by at of Councecll at Haly-rude-houſe 
Sepr. -24+ 2638, Keys rs v1 followitig 
thereupon ,/-that ull -his Majeftics' Liedges of 
whatſoever eſtate, degree or quality, Ecclefia- 
fticall or: Temporall,. ſhould ſweare and ſub- 
fcribe thefſaid confeſhan, zogerher with a gene- 
ralt band for' ecfending- his ' Majefties perſon 
and amhority againſt /all enetnics' within this. 
Realme or without , have- not onely refuſed re 
fobſcribe the fad band and Confeſſion, but have 
in their Sermofit:and other ſpecches, diffwaded, 
deterred, impeded and hindered others of the 


kedgestoſubfcribe the ſame, and publikly pro- 


teſted againſt the ſubſcription. thereof : and 
thereupon 'carmot tonveenc-aoriconeurte Laws 
falty tothe milking upofthe body ofan aſemby 
of the Kirk, as being deprived and denuded- of 
all place amd fandtion in the ſame, - - | 


out of his þ | 
ous diſpofition, as a Royal fayour to thoſe that 
$o ſhonkd acknowledge the ſame and acquicſce 
his goa pleaſure ,, and carry: themſelves. 


ly as toyall'and dutifull {ubjeQs, which: | 


the:Comiſſioners direted'to-this Membly:ſup- 
poſed tobe of the number of thofe that adhere- 
co the laſt proteſtation made at Edinburgh Sept. 
1638. do not {o account” of , and accept,asap- 
221 Neares 


t Aﬀembly was condefecnded to; I 
jaſties gracious elementie'and ph- | 


De - _ 
_ 
” 


06) Y 
peares by the ſaid:proteſtation: whereby they 
_— it ſhall belawfull for them, as ava» 
ther times; ſo at this;to aſſemble themſclyes tiot- 
withſtanding any impediment er prorogationte 
the contrary : as alſo by. continuing ;their, mee» 
tings atid Table, diſcharged by autherivy:., xefi- - 
fingto ſubſcribe the band according to his Ma 
jeſtics,and Councells, command, for maintaining 
his Majeſtics Royall;perſon and authority, pro-- 
teſting againſt-the ſame, ſill infiftirig-with the 
liedges to ſubſcribe the band of mucuall defence 
againſt all perſans: whartſoeyer, and remitting 
nothing of their former proceedings ,, wheteby 
his Majcſties; wrath was provoked; thereby 
they axe become juthe ſame ſtate and condition 
whereinthey were before his: Majeſtics procle- 
mation and pardon; ard fo forfaitethe fyour of 
this Aſſembly, and liberty to be members there+ 
of. And gthers of his Majcſties: ſybjeQs-may 
juſtly.feareto meet with themin this convenitl+ 
on,'tor that by the At of Parl. Jam. 6. par. 15s 
cap. 31. Prelacies being declared to be one of 


'_] thethroe eſtates of this kingdome z.and by;the 


AtofParl,.7a.6. par. 8. cap. 1:30. l{l perſons gre 
diſcharged to impugne the dignity and autheritydf the 
three eſtates, or any of them 1n time coming, under the 
pair of treaſon, And whereas the wy by his 
proclamation declares Archbiſhaps ane Bilhops 
t9 have voyce inthe General! Aſſembly , and 
calls them to the ſame for that effeRzas conſtant- 
ly they have binin uſe in all Aﬀemblies;where 
_ they were. preſent, asappeares by manyadty pos | 
$2 15909 Inc 


(7), 
the Generall Aſſembly, ordaining them to keepe 
andailſt at the ſame, as in the Allembly at Edin- 
burgh Decemb. 15. 1566. At Edinburgh. 6. 
March, 1572. At Edinburgh. May 10. 1586. 
and by a letter written by the Aſſembly March. 
6. 1573. to the Regent, carneſtly Jeliing his 
owne or his Commiſſioners preſence ,, and the 
Lords of Councell, and the Biſhops at the AL. 
fſembly, They notwithſtanding by the ſaid pro. 
teſtation Sept. 22, declared Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops to have no warrant for their. office in 
this Kirk, to be authorized with ao lawfull Com- 
miſſion, and to have no place nor voycein this 
Afembly , and withall doe arrogate to their 
meetings, a ſoveraigne- authority to determine of 
all queſtions and doubts that can ariſe, contrary 
to the freedome of the Afﬀſembly , whether. in 


conſtitution and members, or in the matters to 


be treated., orin manner and order of procce. 
ding : which how it doth ftand with his Maje- 
ſties Supremacic in all cauſes and over all per- 
ſons, we leave it to that judgement whereunto 
it belongeth , and doe call God and man to 
witneſſe, if theſe be fit members. of an Al-. 
_ ſembly, mtended for the order and peace of the 
Church. | 

 . Giving, and not granting, that the perſons 
forcfaid direted Commiſſioners in name of the 
Clergie to this meeting were capable of that au- 
thoriry, and that the ſaid Presbyteries had the 
authority to diveſt Commiſſioners to the Generall 
Aſſembly ; yet have they ,now loſt and __ 

w_—_ rom 


IV. 


(8) 
from all ſuch right, if any they had, info farre as 
they have depoſed rhe Moderators, who were 
lawfully appointed to governe them, by the Bi- 
ſhops m their Synods , and elected others in their 
place , contrary to the. At of the Afſembly at 
Glaſgow 1610. and AQ of Parl. 1612, ordaining 
Biſhops to be Moderators at theſe meetings, and 
in their abſence, the Miniſter whom the Biihop 
ſhould appoint at the Synode.. So theſe meetings 
having diſclaimed the authority of Biſhops, de- 
poſed their lawfull Moderators, and chuſing o- 
thers without authority , cannot be eſteemed 
lawfull convocations, that can have lawfull pow- 
cr of ſending out Commiſſioners with authority 
to judge of the affaires of this Church, 

And yet doth the nullity of the Commiſſions 
flowing from ſuch meetings further appeare in 
this, that they - have aſlociate to themſelyes a 
laick ruling Elder ( as they call them ) out of eyc- 
ry Seſſion and Pariſh, who being ordinarily the 
lord of the Pariſh, or tke man of the greateſt au- 
thority in the bounds, doth over-rule inthe cle. 
Ction of the ſaid Comiſſioners, both by his autho- 
rity and their number , being moe then the Mini- 
ſters, whereof ſome being ordinarily abſent, and 
five or fix or ſo many of them putinliſt and re- 
moyed, there remaine but'a few Miniſters to 
voice tothe cleQion : and ineffeft the Commmiſſho. 
ners for the Clergic are choſen by lay-men , con- 
trary to all order , decencie, and cuſtome obſcr- 
ved in the Chriſtian werld, no wiſe-according 
to the cuſtome of this Church , which they a 
ten 


(9) 
tend to follow : the Presbyteries formerly neve* 
aſſociating to themſelves lay-clders in the ele- 
Qtion of the Commiſſioners to the Generall Al- 
ſembly, but onely for their aſſiſtance in diſci- 
ine and correction of manners, calling for 
them at ſuch occaſions as they ſtood in necd of 
their Godly Concurrence , declaring otherwiſe 
the. mecting not neceſiary , and providing ex- 
preſſely that they ſhould not be cquall, but tew- 
erin number rhen'tbe Paſtors, as by A of AL 
ſembly at Saint Andrewes April 24. 158 2. 
(where Maſter Andrew Meclvill was Moderator) 
doth appeare.. Like as theſe fourty yearcs by 
gene and upwards, long before the re.cſtabli- 
ſhing of Biſhops, theſe l:y-elders have not bin 
called at allio Presbyteries. And by the Actat 
Dundie 1597. whereby it is pretended that Pref. 
byteries have authority to ſend theſe lay-Com- 
mifftoners,it doth no wiſe appeare that thoſe lay- 
clders had any hand in chuſing of the Miniſters. 
And this is the onely aRof the Aſſembly, autho. 
2 rizing Presbyteries 'to chuſe Commiſſioners 
tothe Generall Aſſembly : nor have lay-clders 
ſate ordinarily in Presbyteries upon any occaſi- 
on theſe fourty yeeres, and upwards: nor ever. 
had any place nor voyce in the eleRion of Mini- 
ſters, for the Generall. Aſſembly : and cpnſe- 
quently theſe choſen by them to rhis Aſſembly 

haveno lawfull power nor authority: 
Beſide, the perſons Ecclefiaſticall pretended 
tobe authorized Comiſfioners tothis Aſſembly, 
have ſo befiaved themſelves, that juſtly they 
B2 may 


\ © 


_ III. £ 


| 


(19) 


may be thought unworthy and uacapable of Com- 


mifion tb atree and lawfall Aſſembly. 

1. For that by their ſeditious and railing Ser- 
mons and Pamphlets, they have wounded the 
Kings honour and ſoveraigne authority, a:d at 
aimared his liedges to rebcllion, averring that 
all authority ſoveraigne is Orignalſy in the Cole. 
Hive body , derived trom thence to the Prince, 
and that not onely in caſe of negligence, it is 
Swppletive in the Collet#ive body , aSbeing cum- 
municate from the Commontie to the King, Cu- 


___wrlatiy? not Privativ? : bat alſo in caſe of mal. 


——< 


adminiſtration , to returne to the ColeiZive body ; 
ſothat Rex excidjt jure ſi , and that they may re- 
fu obedience. Gy | | 
2, Next they arc knowne to be ſuch as have 
either beene ſchiſmarically refratary and op- 
poſire to good order ſetled in the Church and 
State ; or ſuch as having promiſed, ſubſcribed, 
and ſworne obedience to their Ordinarie , have 
never made conſcience of their oath 5 or ſuch as 
have ſworne and accordingly praQtiſed ; yet 
contrary to their promiſe and practiſe, have re. 
filed, to the contempt of authority, and diſtur- 
bance of the Church; or ſuch as are under the 
Cenſures of the Church of Ireland for their diſ- 
obedience to order; or under the Cenſures of 
this Church., or conveened, at leaſt deſerving ro 
be conveened before the Ordinaries, or alaw- 
full General! Aſſembly, for diverſe tranfercili- 
ons deſerving deprivation: as firſt, for uttering 
in their Sermons, raſh, and irreverent ſpeeches in 


pulpir 


- 


———_— — 
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(11) 
pulpit againſt his Myjeities 'Councell and their 
proccecings, punilhable by deprivation : by the 
Ad of Aſſembly at Edinburgh, May 22. 1590, 
Next for reproving his Majeittes Laws, Statutes 
and Ordinances , contrary to the Att of Afſem- 
bly, ar Perth, May 1.1596. Thirdly , for ex- 
preſſing of mens names in Pulpit , or deſcribing 
them vively to their reproach, where there was 
no notorious fault; again;t anorher AR o' the ſame 
Afembly. Fourthly , for ufing Applicacions in 
their Sermons, not tendinz to the edification of 
their preſent Auditory ; contrary to another At 
of the ſame Aſſembly. Fiftly , for keeping con. 
ventions. not allowed by his Majeſtic , without 
his knowledge and confent ; coatrary to another 
A& of the fame Aſſembly. Sixtly , for recei- 
ving of people of other Miniſters flocks to the 
Communion, contrary to order, Acts of Aſſem- 
blies and Counſels. Seventhly, for intruding 
themſelves into other mens Pulpits, without cal. 
ling or authoriry. Eightly , for uſixping the au.. 
thoriry to covent their Brethren , and proceed 
againſt them to the Cenlures of ſuſpenſion and 
deprivation, Ninthly, for p:efling the people 
to ſubſcribe a Covenant, not allowed by autho- 
rity ; and oppoſing and withſtanding the ſub- 
fcribing of a Covenant offered by his Majeſtie, 
and allowed by the Countei]: Belide many per- 
ſonall faults and enormities , whereof many of 
them are guiltie, which in charitie we forbeare 
to expre But hereby it doth appeare,. how 


unfit theſe perſons are to be members oi a tree 
B 3 and 


(13) 
and lawfull Aſſembly. 
Nor doth it ſtand with Reaſon, Scripture, © 

practiſe of the Chriſtian Church, that Lay-men 
ſhould be authorized to have deciftye voyce in 
a Generall Afembly. In . that A& of Dundie 
1597. whereby theſe Elders pretend to have 
this place, there is no Warrant expreſſed for 
them, to deliberate and determine. Their pre- 
ſence and aſſiſtance wee approve, being allowed 
and authorized by the Prince. The Kings Ma- 
jeſties preſence in perſon, or by his Delegates, 
wee hold moſt neceſſary, to ſee all things orderly 
and peaceably done ; and that he have the chiete 
hand in all Dcliberations and Deternunations, 
Nor doe wee refuſe that any Intelligent or mode. 
rate man may make remonſtrance of his opini- 
on, with the reaſons of it, in that way that be- 
commeth kim in a Nationall Afſembly, due re- 
verctice being kept , and confuſion avoyded. But 
that any Lay-man, except hee bee delegate by 
Soveraigne Authoritie , thall preſume to have a 
definitive and deciſive voyce ; we eſteeme it to 
bee intruſion upon the Paſtorall Charge, and 
without warrant. May wee not therefore intreat 
my Lord Commiſſioner his Grace, inthe words 
of the Fathers of the Fourth Generall Councell 
at:Chalcedon? Aitre foras ſuperfiuos, Nor will a 
pious Prince be offended with it; but with Theo- 
dojs the younger will ſay ; 1hegitimum eff, eun 
qui non [it in ordine Sanfiſ]imorum Epiſcoporum E c- 
clegatticis immiſcers traftatibu— And Pulcheria 


*ghe Empreſſe commanded Strategw , Ys Clerici, 


Aonachi 


4 
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(13) 
Monachi & Laici vi repellerentur,exceptis paucis illie 
ques Epiſcopi ſecum duxeruns, Upon this reſpet 
was Martinw in that Councell of Chalcedon 
moved to ſay; Non eſſe ſunm ſed Epiſcoporum tan 
tum ſubſcribere, 77 

If theſe pretenced Commiſſioners , both Lay 
and Ecclefiaſticall were lawfully authorized , (as 
It 15 evident they are not) and for none other 
cauſe declinable, yet the law -doth admit, thar 
juſtly a judge may be declined , who is proba- 
bly ſulpe&t. Andof all propabiliies, this is the 
moſt pregnant, whenthe judge, before he come 
to judgement,doth give ſentence of theſe things 
he hath to judge.> This made our Reformers 
proteſtation againſt the Councell of Trent va- 
lide, and their not compearing juſtifiable, be- 
caufe Pope Leo 10. had precondemned LZnther, 
as appcared by his Bull, dated 8. 1#ny 1520 re- 
newed by Paul 3. dated in Auguſt 1535. This 
was the cauſe why eathanaews would not give 
his appearance at ſome Councells,nor Home of 
Corduba, nor Haximmw Patriarch of Conftan. 
tinople.. But ſo itis, the moſt part, it notallof 
the ſaid Commiſſioners direfted to this mee-= 
ting , have precondemned Epiſcopal! governe- 
ment, and condemned, at leaſt ſufpended obedi- 


ence to the Ads of the Generall Aſſembly and 


Parliament concerning the five Articles of Perth, 
haye ?pproven their Covenant as moſt neceſſa- 
ry tobe embraced of all in this Kingdome :- and 
not onely have given judgement of theſe things 


before hand, but by moſt ſolemne oaths have 
bound 


VII. 


IX. 


(4) ; 
bound themſelves to defend and ſtand tothe fame: 
as doth appeare by. their Covenant, Petitions, 
Pretcſtations, Pamphlets, Libels and Sermans: 
and thereforc by no law nor equity can theſe pre- 
tended Commiſſioners be admitted to determine 
in this meeting , concerning theſe perions and 
points, which before hand they have ſo unjuſtly 
condemned. | 

Further, with no law nor reaſon can it ſubfiſt, 
that the ſame perſons ſhall be both Judges and 
Parties. And we appcalec the conſciences of all 
honeſt men, if all, at leaſt the greateſt part of the 
pretended Commiſfioners , have not declared 
themſelves partic ro the Archhiſhops and Bi. 
ſhops of this Church for in that they have de- 
clined the Biſhops to be their Juiges, as being 
their partic (as their Declinators, Petitions, De- 
clarations and Proteſtarions do bear ) have they 
not ſimul & ſemel, & ipſs fatto declared them- 
ſelves to be partie againit Biſhops ? Whom they 
have not onely declined, but perſecuted by their 
calumnics and reprbaches vented by word and 


writt\, in publike 'and in private, by invading = 


their perſons, oppoſing and oppreſiing them b 

ſtrength of an awfall Combination, for the 
ſubſcribing and ſwearing whereof, they have by 
their own authority indited and kept Faſts, not 
onely in their own Churches , but- where wor- 
thy men refuſed to be acceſſory to theſe difor- 
derly and impious courſes, they have by aid of 
the unruly multitude, entred their Churches, u- 
ſurped upon their charges, reading and cauſing 
to 


A 


A 


£c 


((s3) 


4o-be hee ati blaryiall Ctivenat, bashieet- 


ning and menacing cotnpe fome,(tharwiſe 
ws of juſt fear to ſet their hands toit ; 
by proceſing, ſuſpending,& removing obedient 
a orthy-Miniſters from their places; bythe 
uſurped authority of their Table-agd- Bresbpte- 
ries. And whereas by all Law.and juſtice , per- 
ſons finding themſelves wronged .injudgement, 
have never becne denyedthe remedy, of declina- 
tory and appeIEg : nevertheleſſa nota few of 
theſe Presbyteries have; proceeded againſt ſun- 
dry worthy Miniſters, who have declined and 
appealed from their judgements, without reſpect 
to this.defenge:..by, thele, meancs crafrily.jigicn- 
ding to. difable.them, to be. Commilkoners: for 
the Church: giredly or indire&ly cauſing their 
ſtipends to be\kept, backe from them. By which 
meanes. not the leaſt . pars. of . the ſubſcribing 
Miniſters have 'beene' gained, -to\their.Cove- 
nant. 453.4; 6 vat ant 
But it is without example uncharitable and il- 
legall, thatunder the pretat of ſunagions'( the 
like wherof was neyer uſed,nor inthe like man- 
ner againſt the moſt haynous malefaRors inthe 
kingdome ) they have deyiſcd, forged, vented 
and publiſhed a moſt infamous & ſcurrile libell, 
full of impudent lies and malitious-calumnies,a- - 
gainſt' the Arch: and Biſhops of this Church: 
and have firſt given out from their Table; the 
order. preſcribed in theſe ſubſequent Articles, 
which we have inſert, .that the world may -be 
| wn C .- witnclle << 


- 


(x6) 
- wirneflo of the Wegility and mm of 
Their proccedings, St (21 


T?- ye the'p ad Biſhop, -6ſpect- 

 ckan 1h s bi ors 1. is k 

T ogitks where his Uabelral ſeat is, to have 4 

Jeciall care of this Bill and complaint agajnſt the 

- Prelutes-;/ ant portiewlarly wo _ _Bifhop of 
: vbvir Diverſe," wig | 


T bat ſome Woblemes, if any be within the Preſ- 
- byterie, fame - Gentlemen und Barons, yore Mini. 
fters «1d fome Commons who art not hoſe Commre- 
fiontys tothe Aſſembly i their own Name, und in 
Name of all other 'Covenanters or Compleiners, OE. 
ther within the- Preſbyterie, or Dioceſe, or whole 
7 ad «re not\Cammiſtoners tothe Ajſem- 
. \ will-adheve and afciit in this Conmplint', that 
= preſent this Bill fo = Preſt byrerie. | 


That they whore Tom mph heve 4 particulat 
ture to fill whe Blanks left invhe Bull, Fn ht ſib- 
ſungptions of the particater faults committed $y the 
Biſhop of the Daoceſe, againſt theſe generall Rules, 
Canons and Atts : or if theſe Blanks will not con- 
tain the ſan, that the Complainers draw np in 4 
partionlar claime , dll the_ particular faults and 
tranſzreſffions of the Biſhop of that Dioceſe againſt 
theſe Rules, Canons and : F4 -07 any other Law of 
the' Charch #r Kingdowe , and preſens the ſame to 
#he-Preſbyteric with this generall Complaint. And 


rf 


(9) 
if they cannot gt the particulars preſently ready, 
norwhthflanding, eſent without any delay, 
becauſe of the [car hg the time, this Complaint 
«s it SY wks the Blayks : and in the mean ye 

wig) £43 ther any ther particulars againſt the 4 

bly, y which this G _ 6s ta. be referrea.. 
. That the Preſtyterie feding the Complaint im- 
poria, and1bs Genel Aſſembly ſs pprohing, 
refefre the [ume to the Generall A([erbly, by an 
CAE of this reference inſert in the Books of thes 

Preſbyterie. 


Vo 
. That »pon this reference of the Complaint te the 
Aſſembly, the Preſbytery aameniſh the Complainers = 
apud ata, to be preſent at the. ſaid 4{[embly , for 
Sltivg 4 and verifying > - ſaid Comprojns. | 


' That the Preſbyreris _ all their Paſtors , out , Out 


of Pulpit on 4 Sabbath-day before Noone , to cauſe 


reade ablickl this whole Complaint aud the Preſ- 
byteries reference to the Aſſembly, and ſo to adme- 
nifb the Biſhop of that, Digceſe, the delinquent com- 
plained upon, ph the reſt of bis Collegues to be pre- 
ſent at the Generall A{] embly to anſwer to the yar- 
ticular Complaint, both inthe particular and gene- 
rall heads thereof, given or to be given in ; and 10 
abide the cenſure and trial of the Aſſembly there- 
pen. And likewife, out of Pulpit to pre” all 
ahers who. have intereſt either 1u the purſuing ar 


referrin r: Ip this Rs a to be abt 4 rhe ſaid j 
C: VII 


a ffewb 


(1$Y 
4 CLE \\ iN y ARA \ WT. Nt WY, Wt) wa ln \\ 
"That the Preſbyterieunſertin' their Preſbyterie- 
Books the whole remony of * chis Complaint both ir the 
general and particular heads thereof ; ant that they 
have n Pare tO Vaſe delfo oy by their Ordinaric Beds 
dell,” Yo the' Biſhop of the Dibveſ®,'# Copie thereof; 
and 4 Copie of an Att, riferring the ſame to the 4|- 
ſembly, and: ſummini bimto compeare before the Aſ. 
ſembly.* Apa if he be within the are” rg Cannes 
be pts ſonally apprehended, 16 affix 4 full Copiethergf 
upon earh dwelling place , and upon the moſt patent 
docre of the Cathearall _ and Epiſcopal ſeat. 
VIII 


: - That tht Complaintrs-within the. 'Preſbyterie 
where the Biſhop u reftdent, or hath\h# Cathedral, 
be careful to keep correſpondence with thoſe in other 
Preſbyteries within their Dioceſe, who beſt can. ſpe- 
Cifie and verifie their Biſhops uſurpation and tranſ- 
greſſions, and who had\particalar CAticles to ga- 
ther particular Declarations and Informations of 
ae Jive. 7 OD Gann 9 3 AS 2.9 
-. That" ſome of theſe \Complainersin their own 
Name; and with Warrant and Power from the reſt, 
without failing utend the Aſſembly with the gene- 
 rall Complaint and particular wersficatzons and ſpe 
cifications of the ſame. 7 Oo I 
FOO LK 


That in caſe the Preſby tetie where the Biſhop 
hath his reſidence, or where he hath his Cathedral 


and Epiſcopal ſeat , 'refaſe to receive. this ' Com. 
plaint, or referre the ſame 


to the Aſſembly, or to 
admoniſh 


— 


(19) 


| admoniſh or cite the Biſhop delinquent, before the 


Aſſembly, 80 anſwer to the Complaint 5 that the 


Gentlemen and others who are Complainers to the 


Preſbyteries, upon their refuſal take inflrament in 


the hands of the Clexk ofthe Preſbyterid, or: any - 


Notarie, and proteſt thattheir refuſal of the ords- 
warie care of Inſtice, procured (without. doubt) by 
the . Biſhop of that Djvssſe- delinquent complained 


of, the equivalent of Law and Reaſon, be ©formall- 


Citation of him. Which Proteſtation they may af<- 


| fix.upon. the dwelling houſe of the' faid Biſhop, or 


upon. his .Cathedrall-Church , os the privie Church 
within: the Preſbyterie.- 4nd that tity may deale 


with any other Preſbyrerie within-the:Dioceſe; wha - 
i better diſpoſed, and upon thiir receit of the'Com- 
plaint, will referre the ſame to the 4ſembly'; and - 
cite the Biſhop in manner above-expreſſed, to roms 


peare before the ſaid Aſſembly; © 11; | 
; By 4-7 | XI, THE? 


- Item, Perhaps ſome Miniſter within che Preſe- | 


byterie may think ſome Heads of this Complaznt not 


' to berelevant in: hu Opinion, ior know: the Biſhop i 


ot 2ahe guilty of all the particular. Heads contained 
therein :. yet he in Inſtice cannot refuſe to referre 
the Triall of the 'Relevantie and Probation thereof 
#0 the; Generall Aſſembly, eſpeciaty, ſeting the Re- 


levantie and Probation of "moe or fewer bomts a+ 


Zeinft the Biſbop of the Dioceſe s ſufficient ',' and 
ſeeing the ſubſumption of every particular Head 
i againit the Biſh op of the Dioceſe ,. with bis 


A 


=_ — mm 


o 
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(20) 
Item, To deſire the Pretbyterie, wpon Complaints 
upon any perſons within the ſame, agelnit any ſcau- 
daloxs HMinifter either in Docirive ar» Life , either 
to judge the-Complaint , or referre the (ane $0 the 
triall and cenſure of the Generall Aſſevibly ,: and ſo 
to admoniſh and cite the Miniſters complained 
upon., 16 compeare before the Generall. .d (ſembly 
or that end. <7 EW 
According to which articles, upon Sunday 
ORob. 28. they. cauſed read the ſaid Libellin 
all che Churches of Edenburgh norwithſtan- 
ding my Lord Commiſhoners command given 
tothe Proveſt and Bailies to the contrary: cx - 
cept in Haly-rude-houſe, whereit was read the 
next:Sunday, as it was in other Churches of the 
Kingdome ; proceeding: herein. 1. Againſt all 
charity which doth nor behave it ſelfe unſeem- 
ly, nor delighteth inthe diſcovery of mens na- 
kedneſle, nor take up a reproach, nor backbite 
with the tongue; much leſle to write a booke a+ 
ainſt 2 brother.. 2. Againſt the order-preſcri- 
ed by the Apoſtle : no: #0 rebuke an Elder, but to 
intreat him as a father + and by the Ad of Parl; 
Jam. 6 par... diſcharging all perfons toimpugne 
or to procure the: dimitution. of the- authority 
and power of the three eſtates-or any of them. 
3- Againſt all lawfull and formall proceeding, 
ſpecially , that preſcribed by Akt of Generall 
embly at Perth Aartij 1. 1596. whereby it 

is ordained, that all ſummons containe the ſpe- 
| clall 


_— 
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(21) 
ciall cauſe and crime : which the ſaid Libell 


doth not : namcing onely generall calumnics, 


reproaches, and I without inſtrugtion 
of any particular , bur leaving theſe to be filled 
by malitious delation, after they have defa- 
med their brethren by | m.. this Libell : 
as appeares by the 8. and 11. articles of the ſaid 
inſtructions. . And againſt the order preſcribed 
by the Afﬀembly at Saint dwdrenes April 24. 
r582. whereby it iz enaFed, that inproceſse of de- 
privationof Miniftersgghere be a libefted precept wpon 
fourty dayes warning , being within the Realme, and 
threeſcore dayes being without the R:alme, tobe dire. 
Fed by the Kirk and ſuch Commiſtioners thereof , as 
etcs and admits the perſon complainedof ,  ſummoe. 
ning them to comprare and auſwere upon the complaint. 
Ard in caſt of theiy abſence at the firſt ſummons , the 
fecontro te direfied npon the like warning, with certi- 
fication, if he faile,the Libell ſhall be adnitted to pro. 
bation, and he ſalt be holden pro confeffo. Which 
forme not being kept in a fummons inferring 
the puniſhment of deprivation, the fame cannot 
be ſuſtained .by the order of that Aﬀembly. 
4: Againft commonequity which admits fam- 
mons only by the anthority of that judge before 
whom the delinquent is to.compeare. Where- 
by the ſummens diredted by the authority of 
theſe pretended Presbyteries, cannot ſuftaine, 
for compearance before the Generall Afﬀfembly, 
nor could reference be made from the Presbyte- 
ry.to the Generall Aſſembly, the parties never 
being furmmoned to compeare before the Pres- 


bytery 


IT 


(22) | 
byrtery;. whereby eitherin preſence ofthe par- 
ry;'or:in'caſe of. contumary,the.complajnt might 
be. referred to. the Aſſembly. That there was 
no citation- before the reference, is cleare, by 
the ſaid inftructions. And what a ſtrange and 0- 
dious forme it is, to inſert ſuch a Calumnious Li- 
bell in the Presbytery-books, without citing of 
the parties to anſwere thereto; and to cite Bi- 
ſhops before the Generall, Aſſembly by the ſaid 
Libell, by publiſhing the ſame at Churches ,: to 
which they had no relation, and were many 
miles diſtant, we leave it to the judgement of 
indifferent men. 5. Againſt all decency and 
reſpect due to men of their place, the ſaid per- 
ſons, being men of dignity, and ſome of them 
of his Majeſtics moſt honourable privie Coun- 
cell, and knowen to be of blameleſle converſati- 
on,and to have deſerved. well,thus to be reviled 
and traduced, doth redound to the reproach of 
Church and State, and of the Goſpell whereof 
they are preachers.6.Laſtly,to omit-many other 
informalities againſt their owne conſciences, 
which we charge in the fight of God, as they 
muſt anſwere before his great and fearefull tri- 
bunall, ifthey ſuſpe@and know not perfeQly, 
according to the judgement of charity, them 
who they thus accuſe, to be free of theſe crimes 
wherewith they charge them, atleaſt of many 
of them z as appeares evidently by the 11 article 
of the ſaid inſtructions, having thercin libelled 
the generall, and have yetto ſecke the ſpecifica- 
tion thereof, frem the malice of their neigh- 
x bours, 


\ 


023) 
"boitrs; if ſo be they can furpiſhie. 'By-which-in- 
formal! and malitious proceeding, it is moſt ap- 
parent, that our ſaid parties do ſcek our diſgrace 
and overthrow, moſt malitiouſly and illegally. 
And therefore. we call heavenand carth ro wit- 
. neſſe, if this be not a barbarous and violent _ 
ſecurion , thar all circumſtances being confide- 
red, hath few or none toparallell it, fincethe 
beginning of Chriſtianity':: andif we have not 
juſt cauſe to decline the ſaid prerended Commil- - 
fGoners, as our party. 
. '» Morcover,cantheſc menexped, but ina taw- 
full Aſſembly they wereto be called and ccnſu- 
red for'their enorme tranſgreifions: foreſaid'? 
And wilt any man thinke, 'that they can'be' jud- 
ges inthcir owne cauſe? It isalledged our of the 
Canor-law, againſt the Pope, that if the:Pope 
bearvariance with any man,:he oughr'not to 
judge himfelfe, bur: ro chuſe arbitrators. -And 
this may militate againſt them; except they'be 
more unruly then Popes. Eudovicw Bavaru and 
all the Eſtares of Germanie' with him, did plead 
this nullity againſt rhe ſenrenceand pany 
of Pope /ohn 22. and of his Councell. And the 
Archbiſhop of Cullen 1546. did plead the -nul- 
lity of Pex/;. his Bull of cxcommunication, be- 
cauſe he proteſted, that ſo ſoone as a lawfull 
Councell ſhould be opened , he would implcad 
the Pope as party, being guilty of many things 
ccnſurable by the Councell. 
But the late Proteſtation doth ſhow the au- 
thors thereof to be no lefſe injurious to our 
| D place 
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Jare andauthanity, then they are dverwoening 
a thein duine. iBovirt .rcaſap eh rg 
proces —_ Biſhop RES 
tchÞl wor Sg! A997 Yayce 
deliberatiedorderifive iti iti-Genersll:Adcmblics , 
har ar Wis of ge 
Pres mectifigs, con pr 
pg ym rs de oallthewy) and wish- 
-outwatrant oriexamplent ro eres ram ot 
reſbtimeSobtheCtiucth:!:- 07 3tug 311] 
This alſo doth inferre the aullinie of an Al. 
{embly, ifche'Maoderatorand Profideat:formatr- 
.ters:of. Ir 
[awe pa. ap;buthe who 
ru pena rrp ori lay-mdts,yeydes 
| h happily-may- bcrone of 
A een We Dadantenly, 
-timcs: nut; reas Ganani 
[agcordingrodhe ancient; radiſcof the Chusch, 


»the Primate: thauld! profide :-accondingree the 
conſtitionofthefirit Gouncellof: Nige Can. 


6. of Antioch: Gangs. ad of - the! Imperiall 
Law Novel. :conftientt i 3:cags vol andiac- 
cordivg to aur :owne Law: Fer whut place an 
Afcmblics, Archbithops and Biſkogs: bail ine- 
ther Chriſtian nations, the'iſainie they had {10 
daubt) in Scotland, and yettill dog retiineges- 
cept by ſome ManiGpall law: i6hath)bio-reftra- 
ned, which:cannot be thowhe. For the reſtraint 
of their roars bv y che At of Parl. 159235 
reſtored- Qol Part. 1605, land: x&0g. 
and all = prejudirielts totlicir jurifdictiong a- 
brogated. 


Es _—— — 
L 


bregated- Mcithordoth thakA@r 594 coftabli- . 
nm a3 Aftemblics, debarre Biſhops 
prefiding therein :. nor: the'abrogation of 
their: Commiſkon granted 10-thiftn: by. A& of. 
Pazl. 5n-Boclefiaſticali cealth imply and-infecre : 
thoobeggany that uthority-which they re-- 
ccived nor from theParl. bur:from Chuift, tron 
whomthey ireceivedrhe :ſpicituall overitght of: 


the'Clorgie under otheir churge- & be- : 
longer Profuder hs in he mhlics.for 
marrers fpiritoall, abwaies. with due fubmidion-. 
poury as rr vom arora imrin-. 
ally inhexnat intheng,. as they. are Biſhops, - 
tha heo Ty 6 os Buhops, they are/Prefi-! 
dents of- all Aﬀerdblies ofthe Clergie + as rhe: 
Chancellor of the- Kingdome'bath place in 
Counceliand Sefion,noxby any Adtor Stare, 
but hec ipſe that he is Chancellor. By .A@ of 
Parl.: Biſhops are declared tohwye their rightcin 
ods and other mnferiourmeetings ; but by:no: 
law reſtrazned:nordebarred/fromthe exerciſc of; 


' itil Nationall Aſſcmblies: arddithe law: allow- 


ing Biſhops 10- be Moderators of -the Synods, 
doth chances ad in abſence' of the Snell, 
tan, ro whom of right-this place doth belong,; 
as:{aid1s,oum of whjchthe Moderator of the Ges. 
neralt Afembly-thatl be'chofen} Boris. ic nor 
more-agreeable co reaſon, order, andaeccncie; 
thatoutof: Moderators of Synods., aModera- 
tor of the Genorall Aﬀembly ſhould bechoſen, 
then of the inferjouriClorgie ſubje@to-them *. 
As concerning'that -A& of the Genoratl Af- 
D 2 (cmbly 


(26), 


ſcmbly 1580, whereby Biſhops :are :declaredto- 


have no warrantout of Scripture ;'if a—_— 
of time ſhall be regarded, the authoriy ot-thar 
Aſſembly mighgþencgledcd, no lefle then that 


at Gloſgow 1619: Butit is atdinary:tharprior. 


ads of Aſſemblies; and Parliament give place 
© tothepoſterior:. for: Pofleriors derogant prioribas, 
And there paſt not full fix yeares whena Gene- 
rall Aſſembly atEdinburgh'tound;that the name 
of Biſhops hath a ſpeciall| charge and fungion 
annexed to. it by the word of God: and thar it 
was lawfull for the oppo Afembly to admit 


a Biſhop to.a beneficg7 preſented by the Kings 
Majcſy, with power' to admit, ;viſite, and dce- 
prive Miniſters, and'to be Moderators of the 
Presbyterics where they are reſident,and ſub-. 
je onely to the ſentence of the Generall Aſ- 
ſembly. # 26.6 


As ferthat AQ at centroſe, let themanſwer 


to-it that have their calling by that Commiſſ. 
on. We protfeſle that we have a lawfull calling 
by the cle&ionofthe Clergie, who are of the 
Chapter of our Cathedralls, atd conſecration 
of Biſhops by his Majcſtics conſent and appro- 
bation, according to the laudable Lawes and 
auncient Cuſtome of this Kingdomc,and of the 
Church inauncicat times, and do homage to our 
Soveraigne Lord for our Temporalities and ac- 
knowleds: him ſo/o Deo minorem, next unto 
God inall cauſes, and overall perſons Spirituall 
or Temporall, in his owne Dominions ſupreame. 
Goucrnour. But now we may take up _ 

| is 


(29): 


his complaint, Zib.3. Ep.14. £u0d nin prriculum: 
wetuere debewus de off enſ4 Dommni,quando aliqui de 


_ Preſbyterss nec Evangely nec lock ſui memores, ſed 


negue futurum Dei judjcium neque prepoſitum ſibi 
Epiſcopum cogitamtes,qued nunquam omnino (ub ax- 
zeceſſoribus facium eſt, cum contumelia &F contempts. 
prepoſiti tatums ſibi vendicent * Atyque utinan non 


proſtrata fratrum noſtrorum ſalute fibi omnia vendi- 


Farent. Contumelias Epriſcopatics noſtri diffimmlare 


 & ferre poſſews; ſicut diſummulavi ſemper or pertli - 


ſed difimuland; unc locus non et, quando decipiatur 
fraternitas noſtra & quibuſdam. veſtrum:, qui dim 
ſine ratione reftitnende ſalutis, plauſfubiles eſſe cupi- 
unt, macs lap'is obſunt, 

Laſtly, it is moſt manifeſt by the premiſles, 
how abſurd it is, and contrary to all reaſon and. 


raiſe of the Chriſtian Church, that Arch-. 


yhops and Bifthops ſhall be judged by Presby- 
ters; and more abſurd that they ſhould be judg- 
cd by a mixt meeting of Presbyters and Laicks, 


convecning without lawfull authority of the. 


Church. How, and by whom, they are to: be 
judged, according to the cuſtome of auncient 


times, may be ſcene by the Counſell of Chal-. 


cedon, Can. 9. and Concil. Milevit. Can. 22. 


and Corcil. Carthag, 2. Can. 10. Nor do we. 


decline the lawfull rryall of any competent ju- 


dicatory- in the Kingdome, eſpecially of a Ge-- 
nerall Aſſembly lawfully conſtitute, or of his- 
Majeſties high Commiſſioner, for any thing in . 


life or doctrine.can be laid to our charge: onely 


we declare and affirme , thatit is againſt order,. 
D3 decency, 
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devency, and Scripture, that werſhould be judg-- 
ed by Presbyters.orby Laicks without aurho- 
rapuns Commiſſion from Soveraignauthority. 


Yr the reafons foreſaid;; ret cas Ars 20+ 


fordiſcharge ofour dur eo God;ro his Church, 
and roour Sacred Soveraigne, eſt by our fitence: 
we betray the Churche's right, his. Majeſties an- 


thority, and'our owne conſciences , 'We for our. 
ſelves, and in name of the Churchof Scotland, , 


are forced to proteſt, that this Aﬀermbly berc-: 
pured and holden null in Law Divine and hu- 
maine : and that no:Church-man be holden to 


appeare before, aſſiſt or approveit :\and there- 


fore, that no letter, petition, fubſcription,'inter-+ 
locutor, certification, admonition, or ether at 
whatſoever proceeding fromthefaid Afſembly, 
orany member:thereof, be any whe projudieialt 
tothe Religion and Confeſſion of Faith by A&t- 
of Parliament eſtabliſhed': or tothe Church, or 
any member thereof, ortothejurifdiction, 1i- 


berties, privitedges, rents, bonefices;, andpoſ-' * 


ſeſſions ofthe ſam Genotall Ademblie, 
of Cguncell and Parbamemtin favours thereof; 
or tg AKs rheoe eſtates of the Kingdome, orany 
of them, or tous, orany of us, inour perſons or 
cſtatcs, authority, juriſdiction, dignity, rents, be- 
nefices, reputation, andigood name: | but on the- 
contrary'thar al fuch as and deeds above men- 
tioned, and cyery one of them,are and ſhall be 
reputed and eſteemed uyult, itlegatland null-in. 
themſelves, with-all that hath followed or:may 
tollow thereupon. | S 
And 
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And foraſmuch as the (aid. Aﬀemby doth in- 


tend((as-we arcinformed ): co call in queſtion, 


difcuffe, and: condemne things: not oncly in 
themſelves. lawtull and warrantable, but alfo 
and determined/by Ads of Generall 


Adler and Parliaments , and in practiſe ac- 
CO 
-form Religio 
Librcierof the the Cianch 


: tO hs digrace and-prejudice of re- 
a—_— the Lawes and 
Kingdame , weak- 


Maxcftics authority, diſgracing the:pro- 


fro andipradtiſe;, which he holdeth- in-the 


Communion of the Church where he liverh, 
and branding of Reformed Churches with the 


_— afpcrtions: of Idolatry and ſuperfticion : 


roteſt before God and man, that what 1hall 

bn ein this kinde, may. nor redound to. the 

diſgrace or Seranags of Refonned Religi- 

-.00:, Nr. be- -popured adced; of the Church of 
:Sgorland.. 

.We protoſt that we imbrace and-hojd, that 


thoReligivrageatontly profeſſed: in the Church 


of Scotland; according tothe Confteihionthere- 
i\of, reocived: by ens. atop this Kingdame, 
and niſi in Prrlianache yeete/ 19 67. isthe 
-erue Roligion-bringing men to-eternali Salyati- 
on, and do deteſt-all contrary errour. - 
.' We. proteſt, that Epiſcopal vernemcnt in 
the Chanchi i lawfulland:nce : and that 
the fame is-not oppoſed and: napugaed for any 
defcA-or fault , Om inrche Governement or 
Govennowss bur by the mialice andicraft - - 
evill, 


Devill, envying the ſucceſle. of that: governe- 
ment inthis Church theſe many. yecres by paſt, 
moſt cvident in planting of Churches with able 
and learned Minifters, recovering of the Church 
rents, helping of the Miniſters ſtipends, preven- 
ting of theſc. jarrcs betwixt the King and the 
Church , which in former times dangerouſly 
infeſted the ſame, keeping the people in peace 
and obedicnce, and ſupprefling of Popery, 
which in reſpe& cither of the number of thcir 
profeſſors or boldneſle of their profeſſion , was 
never at ſo low ancbbe inthis Kingdome, as be- 
forc theſc ſtirres. | Re 
We protcſt,that, ſeeing theſe-who for ſcruple 
- of conicience did miſlike the Service-book, Ca- 
nons and highComiftion, which were apprehen- 
ded or given forth to be the cauſe of the troubles 
of this Church , have now received ſatisfaction, 
and his Majcſty is graciouſly pleaſed. tro forget 
and forgive all offences by paſt in theſe tirres ; 
that all the ſubjects of this Condom may livein 
peace and Chriſtianilove, as becometh faithfull 
ſubjects and good Chriſtians, laying a ſide all 
hatred, envy, and bitterneſle : And if any ſhall 
refulc ſo to do,they may bearc the blame,and be 
thought the cauſe of the troubles that may cn- 
ſue: and the ſame be not imputed tous, or any 
of us, whodefire nothing more, then to live in 
peace and concord with all men under his Majc- 
ſties obedience: and who have committed no- 
thing againſt the Lawes of the Kingdome and 
Church, 
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Church, that way 
fence: and are ſofarre from wiſhing hurt coany 
the indignitics and twjurics we have ſuffered, thar 
for quenching this preſem combuſtipn;:and fer» 
| ling peace in this Church and-countrey, we 
could be content,afterclearing of our innocency' 
of all things wherewith we can be charged, not 
onely to lay downe our Biſhopricks at his Maje- 
ſties feer,to be diſpoſed of ar his royall pleaſure, 
but alſo, if ſo be, it pleaſed God, to lay downe 
our lives , and become a ſacrifice for this atone- 
ment. - | E863 


We proteſt in the ſight of God,towhomone 


day we muſt give account, that we make uſc of 
this Declinater and proteſtation out of the con- 
{ſcience of our duty to God and bis Chureh, and 
not aut of fcarc of any guiltineflſe, whereof a- 
ty of usis conſcious to himſclfe , cicther of wics 
kednefle in our lives, or miſcarriage in our cal- 
lings ; bcing content, every: one of us, for our 
' owne particular 4 as we have never ſhowen our 
ſelves to be otherwiſe) to under goe the lawfull 
and moſt exact triall. of any competent judicato- 
ry within this Kingdome, or of. his Majcſtics 
high Commiſſioner. ' | 
nd we moſt humbly. intreat his Grace, to in-- 
terceed with the Kings Majeſty,that he may ap- 
point a free and lawfull Generall Aſſembly,ſuch: 
as. Gods word, the pradtiſe of the Primitive: 


[give any-Manjiuſtcaule of of 
man, in his perſortge citate, notwithſtanding all 


Church,and laws of the Kingdome do preſcribe 
| E and: 


F> # 


- Gy) . 
indiallow,with alt conyenientſpeed, to the ef- 
fetchepreſfent diſtrations of the Church may 
be ſetled. And if there beatly thing to be laid 
tothecharge of any of-the Clergic;of wharſoe- 
yer degree; either in life and manners, or do- 
Arine,- or exerciſe of his calling and jurifdicti- 
on, he'may be heard to anſwere all accuſations, 
and abde all rriall, -cither for clearing his inno- 
cencie,or ſuffering condigne puniſhment, accor- 
ding to his tranſgreffions : declining alwaics this 
Aflembly, for the cauſes above written. Like as 
by theſe preſents, we,and every one of us,decline 
. the ſame, the whole members thereof , and 
Commiſhoners forcſaid directed thereto, and c- 
very one of them. = - 
-.. Weproteſt that this our proteſtation in re- 
ſpe of: our lawfull abſence may be received in 
the name of us under-ſubſcribing for our ſelves, 
" and-inthe name of the Church of Scotland thar 

ſhalladhere to the ſaid Proteſtation,” and in the 
name of every one of them, from our welbclo- 
= —_— Kobert Hamilton, Miniſter at Glaſ- 
ord, -- rare | | _ 
to whom by theſe preſents we give our full 
power, ard expreſſe mandate to preſent the 
ſameinorat the ſaid Aſſembly, or whereelſeir 
ſhall beneceſſary'tobe uſed, with all ſubmiſſion 
and obedience due to our gracious Soyeraigne 
and bis Majeſtics high Commiſhoner: and upon 
the preſenting and uſing thereof, aQts and in- 
ſtruments to crave,and all other things to —_ 
: that 
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that neceſſarily are required in ſuch caſes : firme 
and ſtable holding, or for to hold, what 
hee, or any of them, thall lawfully doe in the 
premiſes. | 

In witneſfe whereof, as we are ready with 
_ ourbleod, ſo with our hand we have ſubſcribed 
theſe preſents,at the palace of Haly-rude-houſe, 
New-caſtle, and Glaſgow, the 16. 17. and 20, 
daycs of Novemb. 1638. et ic ſubſcrbitur. 


e 


Fo: $5 eAnarez eArch, 
Pa: Glaſgow, 

Da: Edinburges. 

T ho: Gallovidien. 

To: Roſſen. 


Walterus Brechinen. 
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